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FRENCH GOVERNMENT CRISIE

f. Prolonged Freach cmbinet crisis probable
_%uisrmimtﬁ #endes~France not jikely to win

A,

w
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investiture vote

1.
2.

Sot popular bn Asselbly;
Popular Hepublicens and pro-ERC elements in other

parties will not accept furiher delsy on EBC,

¥o clesr majority for other candidates yet in sight
Political stands of lendes-Frauce snd other possible

candidates
plerre Nendes-France (Eadieal Soeialist)

1.

<N

&

o

Professes tc be pro-istiantic buyadvocates
delaying EBC ratification until economic
nsiderably;

picture improves oo
Favors direct negotiations with Viet Minh.
Beported to be aligned with g including
Hitterrand, Robert Schusan and Mw Faure)
whick hopes that s really anew govermment
would come to power with Socialist help
irrespective of pariy.

George Sidamli (Popular Republican)

5.

Insists on 8 firm commitment toc EDC xs the
price for his party's participation in a

government

Sdgar /aure (Eadical Socimlist)

]
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&, Froegquently montioused as Laniel’'s successor.
L )
. Views sre close to those of Vendes-France
(1} doubts that time is mmkpx ripe for ENC

{2) belioves American atomic wespous caa
shfeguard Europe ai present.
Rmnc ¥ayer (Efidical Boctalist)
&, Fro-EDC
Bobedt Schuman (Popular Republicasn)
a., wmored less strougly pro-EBiC than formerly
but still favors it; b

B ellieves EDC compatible with an East-West
apreement. .
Antoine Pimsy (Indepesndent)
&, |Hoderately pro-EDC; believes it to be best
available solution,
b. ldow 111
Framcois ¥tittervand (Besistamce Union)
®. increasiagly sheptieal of EBC;
b. Wants more attention to African territeries
£1} @mit Laniel cabinet on this issue in
September, =zaying "if Prancoe iz to be
s power at xll, it will omly be because

of her African territories.”

(2} Mittersund's position has wide appesl

to ¥renchoes who fesr German-dominated
200141

ape .
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= (a) These believe economic integration
of French Unilen a prorequisite to
integration, so Frasce can compete
o equal terms with Germany.
(b} Theswe alse believe Africa is witsl
to France's military security;
(1) Source of manpower compeuss-
ting for ¥rasce's numerieal |
isferiority is Europe; 1
{2) Bame of military operations ss
axtension of France
¢. Freach public more than ever concerned
with security of Africa in view of lapending
loss of Indochina
B.ovwmmen-3d. fSinte Laniel advocated firmer I,dochina policy
than wost of Assembly would smpport, aay new
goverapent ewmergency will be under implieit
instructions to end war even at cost of
mmjor coacessions.
(1)} Agreemest © partition of Vietsan sest
iikely
P In other respects, no radieal change ir Freamch
policy likely to emorge from present Assembly.
£l. Prospects for new elections:
B, Asmembly's care to avold constitutional majority in
overthrowiag lLaziel indicates it wants to aveid new
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electious (See Appendix on provisiosns for dissolution

and pew elactions).

%, Trends evident in recont by-slsctions:

i.

3.

4.

Commonists Beld thedr own or improved XkEkEx
their posiiions,

Socialists faiied; after two yoars in opposition,
to wean voters sway Irom (ommmnists
Ha-Cosmunist parties deeply divided. Only on
second ballot did threat of Communist victéry

-drive them together.

Guoilists lost B boavily~~ENERPERES

supporters moved to center of right

< By-elesctions not s vadid gauge of national sleetions

.

3.

By-glections take place on & two-ballot, mmjority
vote system which esabiess non-Communists toget
together between ballots.

Nationml emiections take place on mkpaxxz single-
ballot basis with provisions for slectorsl
affiliations amonug parties.

munists would fase sore dilfienlity

than in 1851 nationn]l eldction in forming
slectoral allisnces,

1 Tentative indications for nationsl election, if held.

1.

2.

Other right wiag parties {(Nainly Independents)
would profit wmost by Gaallist leossow.
Popular Republicans confident of gainiag sise
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3. Cosauniets, who polled 263 of 1851 pepular vote,
would probalby proefit by lsck of unity within
non~-Commuuinist parties on EDC and other issues.
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Appendix: PROVIBIONS FOR BISSOLVING FEENCH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
I. Fational Assembly may dissolve itself at any time by
majority vote:

1. This likely only on eve of regular electiomns.

1I. Constitutiomal provisions for dissolving Assembly by cabinet
decision:

A. Cabinet may act only if:

1. More than 1B months have elapsed simce the
assembly first convened;

2. ¥ithin a given 18-month period, two governmenis
have been overthrowsn by an absolute majority (314)
on formal votes of coanfidence.

a. The Hayer government was thus overthrown on
21 May 1953,

3. Each of the goveramentis thus overihrown had Xasted
far more than 15 days.

E. Cabinet may then, after consulting with the presideat
of the assembly, formally recommend that the presideati
of the republic dissolve the assembly.

C. The president of the assembly (now Socialist Andre
Le 'Troguer)} would then become premier.

. In conjunction with the Assembly steering committes,
he would mame a new minister of the interior, who
exercises control of the police.

£. All parties in the Assembly would then be given pro~-
portional representation in the government through

ministers without porifolic.
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1. The Communist Party would thus participate in
interim caretaker cabinet.
F. Xew clections must be held from 20 to 30 days after
dissolution.
G. New Assembly reconvenes the third Thursday Iel!miag'
the elections.
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